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Welcome to Driftwood Bay

A NOTE FOR YOUR GATHERING

Thank you for choosing Where the Hydrangeas Meet the Sea for your book club. This

story is about starting over, uncovering the truth, and discovering that family can be both
complicated and beautiful.

I hope your conversation feels a little like time spent in Driftwood Bay: warm, honest,
welcoming, and filled with moments that stay with you long after the last page.

Before you begin

This guide contains spoilers. Save the discussion questions until everyone has finished the
book, then choose the prompts that feel most interesting to your group.

With love,

AUTHOR OF THE DRIFTWOOD BAY SERIES

o
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Plan Your Gathering

AN EASY BOOK CLUB CHECKLIST

Choose a date, time, and location
Invite your readers
Ask everyone to bring one favorite passage
Choose refreshments inspired by Driftwood Bay
Print the discussion pages you want to use
Decide who will lead the conversation
Meeting Details
BOOK CLUB NAME
HOST
DATE AND TIME
LOCATION

GUESTS
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Discussion Questions

EMMA, GRIEF, AND BEGINNING AGAIN

SPOILER DISCUSSION - BEST USED AFTER EVERYONE FINISHES THE BOOK
1. At the beginning, Emma is newly divorced, grieving her father, and adjusting to children who no longer
need her every day. Which loss shapes her most strongly?

2. Dad’s cedar box contains Claire’s photograph, postcards, shell necklace, and the list titled Things | Want
Emma to Know About Me. Which item carries the most emotional weight?

3. Claire’s list and postcards reveal ordinary details such as peaches, peas, lemon cake, bad coffee, and her
inability to whistle. Why do these details help Emma see Claire as a person instead of only “the mother who
died”?

4. Emma first imagines visiting Driftwood Bay for a week or two, then leases Oceanside Oasis for a year.
What makes that leap believable?

5. Lily sees the move as something Emma might find after a year of loss, while Noah worries she is making
a major decision too quickly. Which reaction did you understand more?

6. Emma says she had built her life around being needed. How does Driftwood Bay begin teaching her to
want things for herself?

7. At what point did Driftwood Bay stop feeling like a destination and begin feeling like Emma’s home?
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Mothers and Daughters

CHOICES MADE AT SEVENTEEN

SPOILER DISCUSSION - BEST USED AFTER EVERYONE FINISHES THE BOOK

8. The novel connects Claire, Emma, and Maddie through pregnancies at seventeen. How do their different
circumstances shape the choices available to them?

9. Emma remembers the gas-station pregnancy test, the payphone, and Dad arriving without questions.
What does that memory reveal about the kind of support she later offers Maddie?

10. Emma once learned that loving a baby and keeping that baby are not always the same thing. How does
that truth affect her conversations with Maddie about parenting and adoption?

11. Maddie admits she does not know whether she wants to keep her son, and Emma tells her there may
not be a choice that never hurts. Did the story give Maddie enough room to be uncertain?

12. How did you view Rachel as a mother? When was she protecting Maddie, and when was her fear making
it harder for Maddie to speak honestly?

13. Emma becomes a safe adult for Maddie before learning Maddie is her niece. Would their bond have
developed differently if Emma had known the family connection first?

14. When Emma finally tells Lily and Noah the fuller story of the daughter she placed for adoption, why
does sharing the truth feel like relief instead of exposure?
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Family Secrets

CLAIRE, THE CARTERS, AND THE MERCERS

SPOILER DISCUSSION - BEST USED AFTER EVERYONE FINISHES THE BOOK

15. Dad believed silence protected Emma. After reading his explanations, did you forgive his decision to
postpone the truth for so many years?

16. Ruthie knows more than she initially shares and insists that some stories belong to more than one
person. Was her restraint respectful, frustrating, or both?

17. What clues in the photograph of Claire and Caroline suggested that Emma’s family story was larger
than she had been told?

18. Rachel gives Emma the baby photograph marked “Our Emma.” Why are those two words so powerful
for Emma?

19. Emma learns that Claire had three children with Daniel Mercer who were all older than Emma: Meredith,
James, and Anna. How does learning their ages when Emma was born change the way she imagines the
years of separation?

20. Anna’s letter makes clear that Claire spoke about Emma. How does hearing Claire’s love through
another daughter differ from hearing it through Dad?

21. Emma realizes that finding a family connection does not automatically give her access to every closed
door. Where does she handle that boundary well, and where does curiosity nearly overtake her?
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Love and Community

LUKE AND THE PEOPLE OF DRIFTWOOD BAY

SPOILER DISCUSSION - BEST USED AFTER EVERYONE FINISHES THE BOOK

22. Luke first helps Emma carry a box she packed far too heavily. What do his small, practical acts reveal
about him before the romance begins?

23. Emma notices that Luke remembers she hates mustard, listens without taking over, and asks before
entering. Why do these details matter after her twenty-year marriage?

24. Emma describes Luke’s quiet as “room” rather than absence. What does that distinction reveal about
what she wants in a relationship now?

25. Compare the harbor-lights date with the lighthouse sunrise. What does each scene show about the pace
and tone of Emma and Luke’s relationship?

26. Ruthie, June, Denise, Evelyn, Marjorie, and the rest of town offer different forms of welcome. Who
contributes most to Emma’s sense of belonging?

27. The book balances grief and family secrets with gulls, cake, group texts, and small-town humor. Which
lighter scene did you enjoy most?

28. Dad said porch lights tell people where home is. How does that idea change when Emma leaves the
light on at Oceanside Oasis?
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Symbols, Endings, and What Comes N@ét

THE QUESTIONS THAT LINGER

SPOILER DISCUSSION - BEST USED AFTER EVERYONE FINISHES THE BOOK

29. Hydrangeas connect Rose, Claire, and Emma. How is the hydrangea Emma chooses for her own porch
different from the flowers she inherits through memory?

30. What does Claire’s shell necklace come to represent as Emma wears it through discoveries, dates, and
difficult conversations?

31. Claire loved watching the sunrise from the overlook behind the old lighthouse, and Emma later repeats
that ritual with Luke. Is Emma following her mother, reclaiming the experience, or creating something new?

32. Dad’s final letter admits that he mistook silence for kindness. Which of his choices felt loving, and which
caused the greatest harm?

33. Emma learns that her adopted daughter wrote to Dad at eighteen and later entered the mutual-consent
contact program. How did that reveal reshape the ending?

34. Emma knows only that her daughter’s name begins with M and that she wants a letter. What should
Emma include in that first response?

35. By the final pages, Emma says Oceanside Oasis feels like home. Is home the cottage, Driftwood Bay,
Luke, her expanding family, or the person Emma is becoming?

36. Summer ends with all five of Claire’s children planning to gather, Lily and Noah coming to Driftwood
Bay, Maddie nearing motherhood, and M waiting for Emma’s letter. Which thread most makes you want
Book Two?
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Reader Reflections

CAPTURE THE MOMENTS THAT STAYED WITH YOU

A line I underlined

A moment that surprised me

A character I understood

A scene I would love to step into

My rating
W OW W W %W
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A Taste of Driftwood Bay

SIMPLE IDEAS FOR A COZY COASTAL GATHERING

Ruthie’s Cafeé Table

Lemon cake, blueberry muffins, warm scones, and small tea sandwiches.

Driftwood Drinks

Hot chocolate, iced tea with lemon, sparkling blueberry lemonade, coffee, or a coastal
mocktail.

By the Sea Snacks

Crackers and cheese, fruit, popcorn, saltwater taffy, or a simple seafood dip.

Hydrangea Touches

Blue and blush napkins, a small vase of hydrangeas, seashells, candles, or handwritten place
cards.
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Driftwood Bay This or That

CIRCLE YOUR CHOICES, THEN COMPARE

Sunrise walk

Coffee

Bookstore browsing

Cottage weekend

A fresh start

Found family

Secrets revealed

Small-town life
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Sunset on the dock

Hot chocolate

Café conversation

Lighthouse visit

A long-held tradition

Family by blood

Peacefully left alone

City adventure
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Invite the Author

MAKE YOUR MEETING EXTRA MEMORABLE

Bring Jessica to your book club

Interested in a virtual author visit? Reach out to ask about availability. Your
group can talk about the story behind Driftwood Bay, Emma's journey, the
writing process, and what may be waiting in the rest of the series.

CONTACT

jessicaschoettlebooks@gmail.com

jessicaschoettlebooks.com

Share your gathering and tag Jessica Schoettle Books and Motherhood.
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